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fire, a symbol of the life of the state, was kept "burning. Here,
too, the service was performed by virgins, whose number was at
first four, but was afterwards increased to six.. Their chief
occupation was to maintain the sacred fire, and to offer up daily
prayers at the altar of the goddess for the welfare of the Roman
people. The extinction of the sacred flame was esteemed an
omen of coming misfortune, and brought severe punishment on
the negligent priestess. The choice of vestals lay with the
Pontifex Maximus. They were chosen between the ages of six
and ten years, always ont of the best Roman families. For
thirty years they remained bound to their sacred office, during
which time they had to preserve the strictest chastity. After
the lapse of thirty years they returned to civil life, and were
permitted to marry if they liked.

Another sanctuary of Yesta existed in Lavinium, the metro-
polis of the Latins, where the Roman consuls, after entering on
their office, had to perform a solemn sacrifice. The festival of
Vesta was celebrated on the 9th of June, on which occasion the
Roman women were wont to make a pilgrimage barefooted to
the temple of the goddess, and place before her offerings of
food.

In the domestic life of the Romans the hearth and the hearth-
goddess Vesta occupied as important a position as among the
Greeks. The worship of Vesta is closely connected with that
of the Penates, the kindly, protecting, household gods, who pro-
vided for the daily wants of life, and about whom we shall have
more to say before concluding the subject of the gods.

Agreeably to the chaste, pure character of the goddess, she could
only be represented in art with an expression of the strictest moral
purity; she generally appears either sitting or standing, her coun-
tenance characterised by a thoughtful gravity of expression. Her
principal attributes consist of the votive bowl, the torch, the simpu-
lum, or small cup, which was used in making libations, and the
sceptre. In consequence of the dignity and sanctity of her character,